He’s never done that before!

Tips for handling your dog during a Litter Day.

A Litter Day is full of action. Maybe this is the first time in a long time that you’ve seen the breeder of your dog, you are of course curious about your dog’s litter mates and there is lots to talk about with the people that you meet during this day.

But please don’t forget the most important thing: your dog, because this day is all about your dog.

This may be an entirely new experience for your dog. It is unusual for your dog to be in a situation with this many unknown people and dogs so close together. A dog can become insecure. This often shows itself in unwanted behaviour: barking and maybe even snapping at other dogs. In this situation it is important that you stay calm, are there for your dog and “tell” him what it’s all about

.

What can you do?

Be prepared and bring:

· Water for the dog
· Water bowl
· Food and extra special treats to reward good behaviour on the day!

· The dog’s own blanket
· A “goat pin” that you can use to secure your dog to
· A bench or dog tent that you can use to give your dog some privacy (provided he is used to one of course)
· A toy that you and your dog can play with together so that your dog can let off some steam.

On the day itself:

Make sure your dog has been walked extensively and has had every opportunity to do his business. Plan your time so that you have plenty of time to unpack and find a spot to settle without having to run to a ring.

Park your car “strategically” so that it’s possible to put the dog in the car for a short while if necessary. This means a spot that’s not busy. If you’re parked in a busy area with people and dogs walking by, then turn the car around so that the dog looks out at something calm, like bushes. This is not handy when packing and unpacking, but if your dog needs to go into the car for a bit, it gives him a calm environment. Of course putting the dog in the car is not an option when it is or will be too warm in the car.
Find a good spot in the hall or field where you’re going to spend the day. This will be your “home base”. Check which ring you are expected in, it’s easier if you’re closer to the ring. Provided the weather allows it, leave your dog in the car until you have a spot set up. Never leave your dog in the car if it is, or will become, hot.
· Your dog is your first priority. If you want to go around the rings or want to have a chat with a few people, then put your dog in the car. This is familiar territory for the dog. Of course we only put the dog in the car if it is not warm!
· Make sure your dog is not directly next to an unknown dog. Dogs, just like people, have a “personal space”. Please keep this in mind.
· Protect your dog. Make sure he is not disturbed by strange people and dogs and that he’s not on a route where people walk. Use a bench or tent where he can feel safe, provided he is used to one.
· Give him plenty of attention when he’s doing something right (for instance lying down nicely). Sometimes people tend to give their dog attention when he’s “misbehaving”. But scolding him or shouting at him will only increase his excitement. The other way around is better: praise the dog when he is being good and treat him to something nice, even if you’re occupied doing something else.

· Should there be a mishap, like your dog snapping at another dog or getting overexcited, then simply calmly end the behaviour and don’t pay it too much attention. If you get excited the dog will certainly not be calm.

· Always keep your dog on the lead when you’re in the hall or on the field.

In the ring:

And there’s the moment that you’re allowed in the ring! With the entire litter! Some litters are large and sometimes there are 10-12 dogs in the ring. The following is important:

· Keep a decent distance between the dogs
· Keep your attention on your own dog and stay calm. The setting is very exciting to the dog and a calm, self assured owner is one that the dog depends on.

· Don’t chat with your neighbour or people outside the ring, but keep your dog occupied with calm exercise such as sit, down, turn around. Use only exercises your dog knows well!

· Take food and/or something that the dog can keep in his mouth if that is what he enjoys. Don’t play wild games, that will excite other dogs too much and probably your own dog as well. Stay calm en friendly but consistent with your own dog.

· Ask the ringmaster for clarification on anything that is unclear to you, that is what s/he is for!
During the judging, the judge will want to assess a few things on your dog. It is helpful if you practiced this at home.

The judge will want to:

· check the teeth
· touch the dog (for instance: shoulder, chest, pelvis and the length of the tail)

· check for presence of testicles in males.

You can avoid a lot of stress if your dog is used to these actions at home, so practice this a lot!!

During puppy training or behaviour training, many of these things are taught and practised, so it’s advisable to follow such a course with your dog.

